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WARNING                                          NR: MBY 5289
To: Mrs. Monique Goosen
This warning is issued in terms of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act No. 169 of 1983.
Failure to comply with this warning may render you liable for prosecution under the Animals Protection Act No. 71 of 1962.
You are hereby warned:
1. Ventilation and Sunlight:
Sufficient ventilation and access to natural sunlight must be provided for all rabbits in your care. At present, there is inadequate ventilation and a lack of natural light.
Section 2(1)(b): Confines, chains, tethers, or secures any animal unnecessarily or under such conditions or in such a manner or position as to cause that animal unnecessary suffering or in any place which affords inadequate space, ventilation, light, protection, or shelter from heat, cold, or weather.
2. Veterinary Reports Required:
You must provide veterinary reports for all rabbits that appear to have neurological conditions. You stated that all rabbits were seen by Dr. Susie Kok; therefore, proof must be submitted to the SPCA. This includes an assessment of all rabbits with anxiety, as you mentioned during our visit.
Section 2(1)(e): Being the owner of any animal, deliberately or negligently keeps such animal in a dirty or parasitic condition, or allows it to become infested with external parasites, or fails to render or procure veterinary or other medical treatment or attention which he/she is able to render or procure for any such animal in need of such treatment or attention...
3. Stock Density and Enrichment:
The stock density in some enclosures must be reduced. The rabbits currently have no freedom to express normal behaviour. There is no evidence that all rabbits are taken out daily, and you admitted that some are not taken out at all.
Section 2(1)(b): As cited above.
4. Daily Cleaning of Enclosures:
All enclosures must be cleaned and maintained daily to prevent disease transmission. The strong smell of ammonia poses a respiratory health risk.
Section 2(1)(e): As cited above.
5. Bedding and Litter Removal:
Bedding and litter must be removed and replaced daily to prevent the buildup of bacteria, parasites, and mould.
Section 2(1)(e): As cited above.
6. Improved Sanitation Methods:
All crates placed on the floor must be elevated to allow for more effective cleaning and sanitation.
7. Long-Term Housing Concerns:
Rabbits appear to be kept for extended periods in crates/cages that are insufficient for their well-being. These enclosures lack enrichment, adequate sunlight, and proper ventilation. This issue must be addressed and rectified immediately.
8. Grooming and Veterinary Care:
Rabbits that appear matted must be groomed or examined by a veterinarian to ensure their comfort and health.

This warning is effective for a period of 30 days from the date of issue, during which all concerns must be rectified.
Attached is the veterinary report. You are welcome to contact the attending veterinarian for further queries if needed.
Mariaan Wentzel
Inspector Manager – Mossel Bay SPCA
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