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NOTICE TO COMPLY NUMBER: MBY0542
DATE: 31 December 2024
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Prins,
Following the inspection conducted at Fairview Farm, there are several concerns and recommendations that need to be addressed to ensure the proper welfare of the animals under your care. Please review the points below and take the necessary actions:
1) PAPA License
Although Dr. Marla Wilken from the State Veterinary Services has stated that it may not be necessary to apply for a PAPA license, I would still recommend that you apply for one. Despite the fact that the public is not allowed to enter the enclosures or touch the animals, you are still exhibiting the animals to the public, which could require this license.
[bookmark: _GoBack]2) Potbelly Pig Enclosure
The potbelly pigs must be provided with a source of water or a sprinkler to help them cool down as needed. This is part of environmental enrichment, which is essential for the proper care of pigs, whether kept on a small or large scale. Environmental enrichment is essential to improve the living conditions of animals in confinement and is aligned with the Five Freedoms, specifically the "Freedom to express normal behavior." Several options for water sources or cooling systems should be considered.
3) Rabbit Enclosure
The welfare of the rabbits can be enhanced through environmental enrichment. Consider providing chew toys such as untreated wicker baskets, untreated wood blocks, or dried pine cones to keep the rabbits engaged and entertained. Cardboard boxes can also serve as both play structures and hiding spots. You can enrich the pens with non-toxic plants (protected from chewing by fencing), artificial tunnels, wooden platforms, and suitable toys.
In terms of bedding, sawdust or wood shavings should be free from fine dust, microbial, and chemical contaminants. A minimum of 4 cm of bedding is recommended. Avoid using resinous wood shavings such as cedar or pine, as they can be hazardous. Bedding should be changed weekly, and wet spots should be cleaned daily.
Dietary Recommendations:
The most important component of a rabbit’s diet is grass, hay, or lucerne, which should be available at all times to maintain healthy digestion. Good quality rabbit pellets are also necessary, along with fresh leafy greens, which should constitute the third component of the diet.
I trust that these recommendations will be addressed promptly. Should you have any questions or require assistance, please feel free to contact me directly.
Regards,
Inspector Mariaan Wentzel
Mosselbay SPCA
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